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LIONSGATE APPOINTS EXCLUSIVE TELEVISION PROGRAMMING SALES AGENTS IN ITALY AND LAUNCHES STRONG SLATE AT MIPCOM
Cannes, France / Santa Monica, CA, 7 October, 2013 – Reflecting the continued growth of Lionsgate’s (NYSE: LGF) international television programming sales and distribution, the Company has appointed Faruk Alatan and Gabriella Ballabio as its exclusive sales agents in Italy, it was announced today by Peter Iacono, Lionsgate Managing Director, International. 

Alatan and Ballabio will represent Lionsgate’s current roster of 30 television shows on 20 different U.S. networks along with all new shows going forward to the Italian market.  As demand for content continues to grow, domestically and internationally, Lionsgate’s worldwide distribution of television programming has more than doubled in the past two years to more than 1,000 episodes.

“As we continue to build our roster of programming, we’re pleased to appoint established and experienced local agents who are fully conversant with the Italian marketplace to handle our growing catalogue,” said Iacono.  “Faruk and Gabriella are ideally qualified to represent us in Italy, and they will bring to the Italian market a number of brand new shows, including the recently announced four-hour scripted miniseries Houdini as well as returning award-winning dramas.”
Gabriella Ballabio and Faruk Alatan added, "We are really proud to become part of the Lionsgate family.  Lionsgate has proved to be one of the most innovative, creative and talented production companies in the market and we’re very happy to join this wonderful distribution team.”

Lionsgate will unveil a slate at MIPCOM that includes Houdini, starring Academy Award® winner Adrien Brody (The Pianist) as the famed magician and Kristen Connolly (House of Cards, The Cabin in the Woods) as his wife Bess, a series that is already generating tremendous buzz as it begins production in Europe.  The miniseries traces the arc of Houdini’s life from desperate poverty to worldwide fame and is co-produced for the History Channel by Lionsgate and A+E Studios.
Also new in Cannes from Lionsgate is Satisfaction, a comedy series about a group of friends in a transitional phase in their lives who are sharing relationship woes and triumphs, personal goals and life crises. Charlie Sheen stars as a non-traditional therapist who's working out his own anger issues in the hit comedy series Anger Management, which is more than halfway through its initial 100-episode order on FX in the U.S. and has been sold into syndication in fall 2014 by Lionsgate’s Debmar-Mercury syndication company.

Multiple Emmy Award-winning drama Mad Men, created by Matthew Weiner and starring Jon Hamm, Elisabeth Moss, Vincent Kartheiser, January Jones and Christina Hendricks, follows the lives of the admen of Madison Avenue in the 1960s and is entering its seventh season.  Three country music stars battle to top the charts in Nashville, which is returning for its second season on ABC after earning Emmy and Golden Globe nominations for Connie Britton and a Golden Globe nomination for Hayden Panettiere in its debut season.  The series has already generated two hit soundtracks.

Creator Jenji Kohan’s Orange is the New Black is the critically-acclaimed series about an engaged PR executive who is sentenced to a minimum-security prison for a drug offense she committed a decade ago.  The series, one of the most talked-about debuts of the current television season, has already been renewed for a second season on Netflix and is achieving strong international sales around the world.  The long-running hit comedy Weeds, also created by Kohan, follows Nancy Botwin (Mary Louise Parker), who has gone from a desperate pot-selling suburban widow to cartel concubine and political wife.  Drama series Chasing Life, from Lionsgate’s TV partnership with Televisa, follows a 20-something aspiring journalist with a promising future who suddenly learns that she has cancer. 
Visit Lionsgate at Stand No. RB.40 at MIPCOM 2013

ABOUT LIONSGATE

Lionsgate is a leading global entertainment company with a strong and diversified presence in motion picture production and distribution, television programming and syndication, home entertainment, family entertainment, digital distribution, new channel platforms and international distribution and sales.  The Company has built a strong television presence in production of prime time cable and broadcast network series, distribution and syndication of programming and an array of channel assets.  Lionsgate currently has 30 shows on 20 different networks spanning its prime time production, distribution and syndication businesses, including such critically-acclaimed hits as the multiple Emmy Award-winning Mad Men, Weeds and Nurse Jackie, the hit comedy Anger Management, the broadcast network series Nashville, the syndication success The Wendy Williams Show and the critically-acclaimed breakout hit Orange Is The New Black, an original series for Netflix.
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